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MINISTERING AND EDUCATING WITH THE PEN

The 84-year old man wrote yet another articldirgjton the back
porch of his South Lafayette Street home, in therthef the La Rez
neighborhood near Zion Lutheran Church, Art Amtrestha column for the
September 1993 issue Diie Fort Wayne Lutheran

This story would be unlike many of his letters-be-teditor for the
Fort Wayne News-SentingHe had spoken passionately in those pages for
many causes. Some were very topical and contr@aey§hatwasthe
“purpose and value” of those space shuttle mis8ionhat were citizens

Figure 1: The tombstone, designed bydoing to discourage smoking for the younger geimrat The octogenarian

Dr. Arthur L. Amt, displayed proudly

in the backyard of his Reservoir also took on topics with serious moral implicatidassociety, such as
Heights (“La Rez") neighborhooc
Photo from the September 1993 iss

of The Fort Wayne Lutheran evolutior? and the true purpose of Christmas being the birtresus Chriét

Other letters, written with the same zeal and siriess, hit decidedly more light-hearted issughtthearted for
readers, but passionate for Amt), such as whethen® could truly call a meeting a “public hearingien no one
could hear the speak&Even the influence of comic strip characters Bafhaad Bill Watterson’s Calvindid not
evade his criticism.

“Not grave stone, but birth stone, former educatys” read the headline from page 5 of The FortiWgay
Lutheran Dr. Arthur L. Amt, who signed many of his lettaosthe-editor simply “Art Amt, writer”, explainethe
reason why he displayed his gravestone in the lzadkyf his Reservoir Heights home:

“Having had the privilege of designing the markeseemed fitting to enjoy the finished product,
a privilege most people don't get....After its comjula, the stone was placed in our backyard,
where it serves not as a grave marker, but ratharkarth stone...The birth concept is further

emphasized by the inscribed words of Jesus in 1dHD: ‘Because | live, you also will live. As

! Letter to the editor, Fort Wayne News-SentieDctober 1992.
2 Ibid, 22 May 1991.

% Ibid, 19 May 1993.

* Editorial, Fort Wayne News-Sentindl2 December 1990.

® Letter to the editor, Fort Wayne News-SentideMarch 1991.

® Ibid, Fort Wayne News-Sentinél2 November 1990.

’ Letter to the editor, Fort Wayne News-Sentifieluly 1993.



we view the marker, we are reminded that an etdoingl and life await everyone who serves
Christ and Who promised: ‘... You also will liv&.’

The Fort Wayne Lutheraarticle is one of many examples of the life ofvém, as Christian educator and

civic leader, given by Dr. Arthur L. Amt.
CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOLING

Arthur Louis Amt, the 2 and middle child of Louis H. Amt and Emilie
P. (nee’ Ludgin) Amt, began his earthly life on @wr 8, 1909 in Indianapolis,
Indiana’ Louis was a pickle packer for the J. Henry Amt @amy. The family
held church membership at Emmaus Lutheran Churtheitdoosier capital.

The Rev. William C. Meinzen became Emmaus’ secaxiqy in the
year 1912. He served there until his retiremenfogust 15, 1943, having
completed fifty years in the pastoral ministhiMeinzen, his wife Adelinde, and

their nine children lived at 1224 Laurel Streethia church parsonage. Their  Figure 2: The Amt Family. Arthur
Amt is on the right in front of his

father. Photo courtesy of the Phili

. . . . 1 .
youngest daughter, Ellen, was born July 3, 191Madlisonville, Ohid" while M. Amt collection

her father served a parish near Cincinnati.

Louis and Emilie’s two sons gravitated towards 6lfein service for their vocations. The oldest child
Richard, attended Concordia College preparatorgaidh Milwaukee, Wisconsi, and became a pastor in the
German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Qhind Other States (renamed The Lutheran Church-sadis
Synod in 1947). Their daughter, Norma, attendeg&faliso University (a Lutheran campus in northviledtana),
and chose business for her career. Arthur attetidedutheran educator preparatggymnasiunschool known as

Concordia Teachers College in River Forest, llndieginning in 1928

8 Art Amt, “Not grave stone, but birth stone, fornegtucator says.” The Fort Wayne Lutheraeptember 1993,
page 5.
? Information from the Zion Lutheran Church, Fort yée, Indiana funeral service bulletin for Arthuruis Amt
and unpublished genealogical work by the Amt family
Y Emmaus Lutheran Church, Indianapolis history fiutp://www.emmausindy.org/history/history.hiand
http://www.emmausindy.org/history/chronology 01.htm
1 Obituary of Ellen Marie Frieda Elizabeth Meinzem#Fort Wayne News-Sentinelanuary 15, 2004.
E Philip Meinzen Amt, interview with author, Fort W=, In., 22 September 2007.

Ibid.




Arthur graduated from CTC in 1931, having attenftea years for high school, two years for college
(attending four years of college for teaching #liiy was not formalized in the LCMS until 1989 and having
“supply taught” for two years at congregations imcago and Addison, lllinois. He graduated withraup of
students nicknamed-tichs (the foxes, in German) and “The 31-ders (phoradijc'thirty-wonders”). Arthur
reunited annually with his classmates even thrahghl970s?>

INITIAL “CALLS” INTO THE MINISTRY

He was “Called* to Messiah Lutheran Church and School in Chicagt®i31. Mr. Amt also served Our
Savior Lutheran Church and School in Chicago, Emmbhutheran Church and School in Aurora, lllin@sd St.
John’s Lutheran Church and School in LaPorte, imalign those four places over sixteen years, tegfihany roles
(some concurrently), such as elementary schooh&raorganist, choir director, and principal.

Teachers (and, more importantly, pastors) in The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod are asked to serve
congregations through a process known as the D®ale
The LCMS described the meaning this way:

“A person is ‘called’ when he or she is summoned
by the church to the office of Word and sacrament
or to an office auxiliary to it on a full-time
permanent basis and by education, by certification,
and by solemn and public act (e.g., ordination or

Figure 3: Seal of The commissioning) is brought into a unique relatiopshith the

Lutheran Church--
Missouri Synod.
Image from The
Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod
website.

church from which he or she has unique authoritytanough which he or she is authorized to perform
functions of that office of the church into whick or she has been ordained or commissioned, at a
specific post for the length of time which is omdiily continuing and indefinite, but which in carta
cases and under certain special circumstances enaypecified period of time, which is evidenced by

the individual's name being placed on and retairedne of the official rosters of the Syndd.”

“Walter H. Beck, Lutheran Elementary Schools inttnéted States?™ edition (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1965), 453

' Ibid.

' The LCMS intentionally capitalizes the word “Catltie to its divine nature.

" The Ministry Offices, Procedures, and NomenclatBiat 11|, a report by the Commission on Theology and
Church Relations, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Sympublished September 1981 and available online at
http://www.icInet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenbiengsynod/web/ctcr-03.html#fn-13




On August 16, 1934, Arthur Amt married Ellen Me2nz the youngest daughter of the pastor of their
Emmaus Lutheran Church in Indianapolis. While awvgiher sweetheart to finish schoolwork at Concardi
Teachers College—River Forest, she attended highos@nd performed secretarial work. She and Artiadt six
children. The oldest, Judy, died at age three fspinal meningitis. A son, Billy, drowned in LaPqrtediana at age
2. Four children lived to adulthood: Linda (curigra worker for a state welfare agency), Eunicauese), Barbara
(a deaconess in The LCMS), and Philip (a Luthechositeacher and principaf.

CALLED TO SERVE AS SUPERINTENDENT IN WISCONSIN

In 1947, after only two years of leadership at)J®hn Lutheran
Church and School in LaPorte, Indiana (including ilghlights of having
helped establish the first kindergarten in the sthdistory and presiding
over the first hiring of a female teach®rthe newly formed North Wisconsin
District of the LCMS Called Amt as their first supgendent of school®.

The role of the education executive (known as'siiperintendent”
in public school circles) is one example of theiasting spiritual and
ecclesiastical relationship that exists between ISadngregations and their Figure 4: St. John's Lutheran

Church, LaPorte, Indiana. Photo
district and Synodical leadership. Individual ceemations (based upon from the church websitt
Scriptural interpretation) issue Divine Calls tefmas and their auxiliary officers (such as teashdhus these
bodies hold the highest authority within the Churthis means that elected officers, such as digiresidents and
education executives, serve in advisory positiexsépt for those that require pastoral supervision)

In his new position, Amt served many roles inddsisory capacity. He helped supervise generédipar
school education activities, actively visited sclsdbroughout the district (often observing alldeers throughout
the day, then sharing pedagogical techniques @r-athool faculty meetings), and helped mediatdlicobetween
ministry staff. The Rev. Eugene BrunByhis successor as education executive for thatadDistrict, recalls

Amt’s plan as having “every church involved witiflaitheran) school® Amt encouraged schools to use audio-

18 Philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.

19 Taken from St. John Lutheran Church and Schotbhyigound athttp:/www.stjohns-

[pin.org/history of Church.htm

% Stellhorn, August C., History of the SuperintertdeBonference(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 19565.
Ln the interest of full disclosure, Rev. Brunowtie author’s father-in-law.

22 Eugene W. Brunow, interview with author, Fort Wayin., 15 September 2007.




visual technology, such as filmstrips and recoad/gts. He would be a great advocate for improvekinalogical

advances in schools throughout his caféer.

Figure 5: Ellen (nee'
Meinzen) Amt, photc
taken c. 2004, taken
from her obituary in
the Fort Wayne
Journal-Gazette

While in Wisconsin, Amt assumed roles that proviteatiership both within the
district and throughout the Synod. To earn his Blastdegree, he attended the University of
Wisconsin at Madison over three summers in theyd®50s. During those times of
increasing university enroliment, he and many atliged in a tent colony along Lake
Mendota while taking courses. Phil Amt recalls thistparents spent a wedding anniversary
in one of these camp tents, which was approximdtglfeet by 30 feet and equipped with
bunk beds made of two-by-fours and gas stovesfdinhdy accompanied Amt for the final
two summers after wife Ellen protested the lonaiand hard work that affected her back in

Wausau that first tim& Amt earned his Master of Arts degree from Madigph9532°

Within the LCMS, Amt volunteered for additionakas of service for his national church. He served o

several Synodical boards, including the CommissiomWorship, Liturgics, and Hymnology (1956-1966)an

LCMS Audio-Visual Board from 1956 until 1959He also was an associate editor for the Luthedhrc&tion

Association’s journal published out of ld@bna materConcordia Teachers

College in River Forest, lllinois. Lutheran Educatpublished scholarly

pedagogical journals for Synodical teachers. Amdalf authored eight articles

from 1952 until 1961, and assisted Valparaiso Unsitye Professor Dr. Gene W.

Brockopp in writing the 18yearbook of the LEAThe Parish Role of the

Lutheran Teacherin 1961.

Arthur’s area of research in that yearbook revolaeslind the multiple

roles juggled by Lutheran teachers within indivibdparishes. Amt, in his

growing role as advocate for educators, concludaisa teacher’s effectiveness

in that primary role may become ineffective if treng overextended’ To that

Figure 6: Arthur Amt. Photo
from the bulletin commemoratin
his 40" year in ministry (photo
taken c. 1970), from the
collection of Philip M. Amt.

2 philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.

2 bid.

%« EA Honors Educator Amt”. The Fort Wayne Luther&eptember 1977, pages 1-2.

2 |bid.

%" Brockopp, Gene W. The Parish Role of the Luthdraacher 18" Yearbook (River Forest, IL: Lutheran
Education Association, 1961), 177-188.




end, Amt (perhaps playing the role of an educatioecutive-style Moses) suggests “a decalog of ggigrinciples
with regard to assigning and accepting of respadlitais” for teachers®® He encouraged congregations to allow
teachers to focus primarily on pedagogy. Subsetydrd persuaded churches to “limit the numbers of
responsibilities and tasks which they accept”. Heted educators serving in parish roles other ithstnucting
children (as a means of establishing more contébtadults). He advised the creation of leadersbigs for
“promising young teachers” and for women. Oveladl,speculated about the benefits this approachdwealp for
both current teachers and for young people corisiglervocation in Lutheran educatith.
Amt mixed his love for Christian service and
appreciation of technology in the creation of theaHs
for Jesus mission program. In the January 195&edit

of Lutheran EducatiorAmt penned a two-page article

explaining the program. In this project, schoolsuldo

end the “wasteful stewardship procedure” of

Figure 7: The opening filmstrip slide for the 1980 exchanging Valentine’s Day cards (though not withou
"Hearts for Jesus" campaign. (Filmstrip courtesy of
Concordia Theological Seminary Walther Library).  resistance) by instead filling specially designededs

with coins for missionary project¥As of 1957, four different projects raised $8,080He author’'s own words, he

taught about the recipients of the offerings, alb agdiscussing the technology used to promotevémeure:
“Four different mission endeavors have been maddémneficiaries of the funds which were
contributed in the past. The project was begunmalty to render financial assistance to the
Indian Mission School at Gresham, Wis. The writerkta series of color slides and prepared a
recorded commentary explaining the sorry plighthef school and its needs. These slides were
shown in all the District schools. Between $1,566 &2,000 was contributed by the 30 schools of
the District in the first two years in place of theual widespread valentine (sic) exchange. Many
schools prepared bulletin-board displays and ddvésene unique methods for depositing coins

into a receptacle of some kind\”

*8 |bid, 188.
% |bid.
30 Arthur L. Amt, “Hearts for Jesus’ — A ChildrenMission Project,’Lutheran Educatio®3 (January 1958 222-223.
31 H
Ibid, 222.



The next two Hearts for Jesus projects took oimtnnational flavor. The 20,000 schoolchildrertiod
North Wisconsin District raised funds that benefiteissions in China, Hong Kong, and Nigeria. Teaghespired
by visiting missionaries and Amt’s vision, sharéaries and lessons about the nations as a meaassiofy spiritual
and educational awareness about these faraway. lem#i357, contributions totaled $4,000, with exgen(for such
things as production of filmstrips, storage matsrimailing, and other incidentals) at $500. Thetrdit expanded
the program for inclusion in Sunday schools, yarbups, and even adult groups within its congregati’

The Hearts for Jesus eventually became a project ngtionwide by schools of the LCMS. In recogmitio
for this project particularfi, Concordia Teachers College of Seward, Nebragke ¢bthe two four-year LCMS
institutions dedicated to teacher training) awardet the honorary Doctor of Laws degree at its N3@y 1964
commencement. The graduation bulletin recognizedlnodical service in this way:

Mr. Arthur Amt has enjoyed the blessings of Goa iteaching ministry graced with significant
success. He won the respect of his peers bot#taakédr in the Lutheran elementary school system
and as Superintendent of Education on the didavetl. He has made noteworthy contributions to
the development of special programs of Christiancaton in three Synodical districts and as a
Synodical committee memb#t.
CENTRAL/INDIANA DISTRICT (1958-1977)
In January 1958, Amt received a Call as
superintendent of the Central District of The Lutire
Church—Missouri Synod. The Central District, onelaf
most populous in the Synod, comprised the states of
Indiana and Ohio, as well as portions of Kentuchg a
West Virginia. Whereas the ministry in northern
Figure 8: Plaque on the Indiana District building]1145 S.
Barr Street in Fort Wayne. Photo taken tthe author. Wisconsin was new (he was the first superintendent)
and quaint (just handfuls of schools to supervithe),

Central District was well established and widesgrea

%2 bid, 222-223.

33 philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit..

3 Text taken from the commencement bulletin of ther) 1964 Concordia Teachers College, Seward, asédar
graduation service.



In 1847, a consortium of fourteen congregationsspay from St. Louis, Missouri to Tonawanda, New
York founded the organization called the Germannigedical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Qthe
States”® While St. Louis has typically headquartered theomal church body, five of the founding churches a
located within 40 miles of downtown Fort Wayne, iama®® The Central District was
one of the first four divisions established in 1&4an act of the national church body.
While other districts were split into different pions over the next century (including
the Western District being divided into seven pattstching from lllinois to
California), the Central District remained unifiedtil 1963%". The territory spread
throughout the Lutheran strongholds of Indiana @hib, as well as touching the
borders of Kentucky and West Virginia.
Amt accepted the Call, and drove 440 miles from ¥éau Wisconsin to Fort
Wayne, Indiana on January 27, 1958 to begin tHe #woughout that year, he
Figure 9: Page 1 of the 1847 documented numerous stops at congregations throtithe vast district. He visited

Constitution of The

Lutheran Church--Missouri  schools local to Fort Wayne, as well as makingadndivisits to Valparaiso, Gary,
Synod. Image from th:

Concordia Historical

Institute website Seymour, Brownstown, his hometown of Indianapdfisbart, Kendallville, Lafayette,

Tipton, Corunna, Bremen, and his old congregattdra®orte. Ohio stops included Cleveland, ConvdyioCTity,
Oxford, Columbus, and Ashland. He visited the chas at Louisville, Kentucky and Lanesville (a Luiile
suburb in Indiana) in December, while the scho®atkersburg, West Virginia was part of an 875 pidar-day
trip around Reformation D&Y1958. In all, Amt documented 10,548 miles of driyi{not including a minimal
amount of railroad mileage) for that first yeatliwe Central District. Aside from the four cents pate

reimbursement, he was also compensated five centsite towards his eventual car replacement. Wkdleruary

% The original name of The Lutheran Church—Miss@ymod, until 1947, wasDie Deutsche Evangelische

Lutherische Synode von Missouri, Ohio, und andéaatsri, reflecting its German mother tongue until posoid

;/é/ar . http://chi.lcms.org/history/FAQ/first14.htimndhttp://www.lifeoftheworld.com/lotw/07-04/07-04-02hp.
Ibid.

37 Stellhorn, August C., Schools of The Lutheran @hur Missouri Synod(St. Louis: Concordia Publishing

House, 1963), 181.

3 Reformation Day, recognized each Octobét @l Hallows Eve, or Hallowe’en), marks the daylif17 on

which Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses on thet&vitherg Castle Church door. Lutherans recognizeathithe

starting day of the Reformation.
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saw only two days of school visitation (and bothihem local) while he was establishing his office,usually
traveled around 8-10 days per month that y&ar.

Amt attempted visitation of all the district scheodlespite the wide geographical radius of theidist
While the education executive position was an aiyigob in ecclesiastical respects, Amt often pded teaching
staffs feedback from classroom observations asagatirofessional in-service meeting at the entiatf$chool day.
Some Synodical graduates at that time had onlyweddéwo years of college education. The large nema
openings in the growing Synodical school systenessitated their early release into teaching. Edtutatxecutives
provided more “education” for these teachers oetsittheir college training at these in-service timggs*°

ISSUES FACING AMT IN THE INDIANA DISTRICT

The 1960s and 1970s were times of amazing changmarican society. In politics, America witnessed
the assassinations of a President, his candidatkdsr and a civil rights hero all in a span okfigears. The nation
challenged its elected leaders about its partiipah the Vietham War. The greatest Civil Rigtagiklation in a
century passed Congress, and President Johns@ratbelar on poverty itself. Political and sociadtests and film
footage of battles became common images on Amet&anision screens. President Nixon became thedirief
executive to resign from office following his immling impeachment by Congress for his role in theaky+in at the
Democratic National Committee headquarters. It sharing these times, from Eisenhower to Carter, fthen
Soviet Union’s Sputnik circling Earth to America’/king reaching Mars, that Arthur Amt served thetheran
schools in Indiana and neighboring states.

In their 3° edition of American Education: A HistgrWayne J. Urban and Jennings L. Wagoner, Jr. cite

many historical events that prompted change witténeducation system during these two decadeseThelside
increased federal funding for education (especiallycience and math following the Sputnik laundahegration of
schools and steps toward school equality thankisetdandmarkBrown v. Board of Educatiocase in 1954, and
demand for greater working conditions for teactiérsdditionally, many public schools, such as thetBdken

County Schools of northeastern Indiana, were cidaestihg small rural elementary and high schoolsrduthis

39 statistics found from the expense accounts ofukrth Amt, dated February-December 1958, and irs@ssion
of the archives of The Indiana District of The Letthn Church — Missouri Synod, Mr. Larry Jung, dioec

“0 Eugene W. Brunow, op. cit.

“IWayne J. Urban and Jennings L. Wagoner, Jr., AraerEducation: A History8 edition (Boston: McGraw-Hill,
2004).
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period due to population declines and shifts withia district bordefé. During Amt’s tenure, he faced similar
issues, though in a different framework and tefbis next section will discuss ways in which theuiss facing

American schools played out in a Lutheran schootexd.

Figure 10: Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School of Detta, Indiana, consolidated in 1969 through the mesgof three
congregations (two of which were founding Synodiadurches). Photo from the school’s website.

One area where Amt’s visits and influence benefi#i@all congregations involved school consolidation.
Just as public districts were merging their towpstthools in the 1950s and 1960s, Lutheran scladsdsfollowed
this trend. In northeast Indiana area, the curyantthsolidated schools include Central LutheraN®fv Haven,
Woodburn Lutheran, both Wyneken Lutheran and SerRelmmanuel Lutheran of Decatur, St. John—Emmanuel
Lutheran School of Monroeville, and both Emmanuet—Mchael and Unity Lutheran of Fort Wayne. Marfy o
these situations (including one now separated digtagion called Bethlehem—Trinity Lutheran of Fétayne)
came into existence during his time as superintendather merged schools around the district inetlUBvansville
Lutheran, White Creek Lutheran School in Columlau] Our Savior Lutheran School in Louisville (adistiered
by five different congregations).

Another advancement that helped with planningraadagement between Fort Wayne area Lutheran
schools was the creation of the Lutheran Associdtio Elementary Education (LAEE). With the numloér
Lutheran schools in the area around Fort Wayne igigpwell past one dozen, Amt proposed creatingrérabzed
office that could handle the coordination of theainy events and services. When created, Amt coglasfhis
efforts on serving the many other schools withim district®, while the local superintendent (in an advisore ro
like Amt's) could help serve the Fort Wayne arelaosds that held membersHip.

Rev. Eugene Brunow, education executive in thealmaiDistrict from 1977 to 2002 and successor to Dr.
Amt, credits him, along with other intangible factdrom that time in history, for his successeadnising churches

around the district to consolidate their schools:

“2 Kathleen A. Murphy and Dawn Runger Martz, “In Sleadow oBrowr’ scholarlypartnershipsed2 (Spring
2007), 7.

3 Amt, as education executive, still maintainedrbig of supervising all teaching personnel.

“4 Eugene W. Brunow, op. cit.
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In the ‘50s and the ‘60s, especially maybe everetirly ‘70’s, there was a lot of respect for
people in superior offices. People looked to¢haen to give them the kind of advice (they
wanted)..he worked with them and had a lot of patience toettme get churches to give up their

autonomy. That took a lot of his time and enefgy.

Integrating African-Americans into schools was theo issue facing America before and during Amt’'s

tenure in the Central District. About a decade piraoAmt’s arrival in Fort Wayne, there is recorfdmtegration

occurring within the Lutheran schools. In 1949,tBagValter Klausing of Concordia Lutheran ChurchAbiger

and Anthony in Fort Wayne, approved the enrolinerglack children. That church and school sat i lileart of

the segregated, African-American area of Fort Wajust down the street from the former Concordidege *°

Dr. Amt encouraged integration of other Fort Waymnéheran schools, especially Zion Lutheran ScHool

on Hanna and Creighton Streets and Bethlehem Lath@hurch on South Anthony Boulevard. Additionaiiyien

Concordia Lutheran School and Church relocatechduhie 1960s to its present site of Lake Avenuelandod

Drive, the old worship building reinstituted as $herd of the City Lutheran Church. The church sémweich of

the Black population of the neighborhood (exceptfiose

African-Americans who still attended Concordia ake

Figure 11: Concordia Lutheran Church, Fort
Wayne, Indiana. lllustration from a historical
postcard, c. 190!

Avenue), but did not have a school. In order tocatieithe

children from Shepherd of the City, Amt arrangedtfeeir

attendance at St. Paul Lutheran School on BareStas well
as at the aforementioned Zion and Bethlehem. la finances
were an enrollment impediment, the Indiana Disaithnged
to pay one-half of each child’s tuition, while Shepd of the
City paid one-fourth as a way of relieving pareintsn the

majority of the expense of sending their childremt_utheran

5 bid.

“6 Boyd, Robert C. The Move: Concordia Lutheran StkdRelocation Graduate level paper, Indiana University-
Purdue University Fort Wayne, 2003. In additionthiur's brother, Rev. Paul Amt, wrote an article fotheran
Education Journah 1949 called “Facing Racial Issues in the Chtrete spoke of the slow but sure progress of

multicultural missions in the Fort Wayne area, esgdly with the rite of confirmation held Novemb28, 1948 for
“five Caucasians, three Negroes, and one Hawaaattie Concordia College chapel.
47 Zion Lutheran Church was Arthur Amt’s home congutign from 1958 until his death.
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Another evident priority for Amt was establishipgrtnerships with both public and private schools.

Brunow describes Amt’s relationships with Dr. Le<ggille and Dr. Bill C. Anthis, superintendentskdrt Wayne

Community Schools, as “particularly collegial”. Theperintendents shared standardized testing ralsterith the

Lutheran schools, saving considerable expensdéoparochial district. Brunow also recalls that F8\iGvited

Lutheran schoolteachers to their in-services, ulicly instruction about the educational techniguedadeline

Hunter. Sadly, Brunow described the current reteiip between the two organizations as “adversafiak best-

known result of Dr. Amt’s collaboration with the FE®ayne—South Bend Diocese was the Indiana Nori®ub

Educators’ Associatioff. That organization, founded in 1974, serves admatisrs and teachers through

conventions, communications, and cooperation betitseschools®

Figure 12: One copy of the March 28, 1969 Associhferess
article quoting Dr. Amt on his school financing stee.

On the matter of school funding, Amt was
a proponent of private schools also receiving falder
aid. In March of 1969, the Associated Press ran a
national story about several Catholic and Protéstan
churches calling for government funding of their
schools. The story notes that Catholic school
enrollment had declined by 400,000 pupils over the
past five years, and this proposal would help non-
public schools remain financially viable. That same
year, there was a gathering of Catholics and

Lutherans in Fort Wayne. This rally, attended by

some 5,000 people, intended to “spark help to non-

public schools”. Amt, quoted in the article, said,

“We are simply trying to create an awareness opiltgic purpose served by non-public schodts”.

“8 Eugene Brunow, op. cit.
“9 Eugene Brunow, op. cit.

*% Indiana Non-Public Education Association. “Who A" (sic).Indiana Non-Public Education Association
http://www.inpea.org/contactus.aguccessed November 11, 2007).
®1 Associated Press, “School Squabble Sweeps NaffdreHagerstown (Md.) Daily MaiMarch 28, 1969.
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Amt’s passion for integrating technology into tiessroom continued in the 1960s as he became afvare
a new educational technology venture known as tltewielst Program of Airborne Television InstructioiATI).

Amt reported on this new service in an articlelfatheran Educatioin October of 196

In these days, before the Public Broadcastingedy¢PBS) was a staple of  Figure 13: An illustration
shows how a DC-6 airplane,

American broadcasting, MPATI creatively brought eational television specially fitted with a
transmitter, would beam a

programming to schools in the days prior to saéetfiansmissions and cable televisiolProadcasting signal to five
Midwestern state while

flying over Indiane (from

An initial seven million dollar grant from the FoF®undation and other industries WWW.CUITENL.Org).

(with future funding assumed by schools via sulpsicn) helped a group of specially

selected educators create television programmiogdmast via transmitters mounted

on two aircraft. When these planes flew over a ifigegeographical region, classroom

teachers (tuning in channels 72 and 76 on the neselgted Ultra High Frequency

(UHF) band), could show these videotaped lessottseio students. This venture

started in the 1961-1962 school y&aMrs. Florene Denninger, teacher at the former

Mount Calvary Lutheran School and Zion Lutheranddlof Fort Wayne, remembered how schools wouldtiiee
television programs, particularly in the area oésce instruction and experimenits.

Amt reported on the efforts of three Fort Waynehleman schools’ commitment to MPATI, as they
procured 27-inch television consoles and speak&ipetent through the city’s own Magnavox Corporatibhe
Central District itself installed a TV receiver‘tmonitor program offerings, with a view to appragitheir
appropriateness and value for Lutheran schools.t #ddressed the need that these programs needegr@tation
in a Christian context.

It is assumed that Christian teachers will prevéghpropriate Christian, religious, and Biblical
orientation regarding these ‘secular’ tools amdrake them usable in Lutheran schools, unless
statements and presentations are made by theddliérs which constitute unchristian or anti-
Biblical instruction. It is certainly hoped thad such fault will be found, so that these mang fin

offerings can be uséa.

2 Arthur L. Amt, “Meet MPATI—Airborne Televisiont.utheran Educatio87 (October 196): 71-74.
53 i
Ibid.
** Florene Denninger, interview with author, Fort WayIn., 7 October 2007.
% Arthur L. Amt, “Meet MPATI—Airborne Televisiont.utheran Educatio87 (October 196): 71-74.
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The advisory role puts the Lutheran education etvee in an interesting role of being a championife
teachers. Rather than being adversarial with edteéin such matters as contract negotiations blipschools),
Amt could (and did) use his position to advise aeggtions to be better caretakers of its teachéngasits. Two
particular areas of concern for him were teachsakiries and the role of female teachérs.

While public school (and even some Catholic) ceypdrts sought greater union involvement to improve
contractual arrangements for teachers, the shargabpe nature of Lutheran education did not fathomons for
such a role. Instead, the individual congregati@sed upon familiarity of its own resources ancedagoon its role
as the Calling body for its particular church anda®l, decided the specific salaries of its teash@d principals.
Brunow especially noted that many Lutheran edusat@re lost to public schools based on the markéstehce
in salaries. Both Amt and Brunow sought to revénsetrend®’

There were some established Synodical policidsvi@d in regards to the recognized status of teache
These especially regarded the ecclesiastical differs between male and female teachers. Prioe tha@0s, only
male teachers were Called Ministers of Religionn@regations prior to that time would typically agsi
responsibilities to its male teachers for a fulhiyef work and pay. Schools typically contractenhdde teachers for

the 9-month length of the school year, and theeefeceived no summer pay.

“There was an effort to show that (women) werdtilegite ministers,” Brunow
said about the times. “We (Amt and, later, Brunewsyked with churches to give them
(women) the due of making them a full partner.”$4éd that by the mid-1960s,
congregations showed a willingness to do this. Soomgregations did this as they noticed

the pool of male teachers decreasiig.

Figure 14: Rev. Eugene Lutheran schools underpaid female teachers, aitgptd Florene Denninger, a

Brunow, successor ¢ . . . . .
Dr. Arthur Amt as Lutheran schoolteacher during Dr. Amt’'s servicedscation executive. In her experience,

Indiana District
Education Executive a significant step forward by her church (Zion oftfWayne) was that women would

5 Eugene W. Brunow, op. cit.

>" A current practice is that each District issuethir congregations specific, recommended guidslior
teachers’ salaries.

%8 Eugene W. Brunow, op. cit.

%9 lbid.
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receive increases in pay for eveéepyears of service. She said that even her maleamlies recognized that salary
inequity, including Dr. Amf?°
SYNODICAL UPHEAVAL AND RETIREMENT

While much of America saw social changes througitioe 1960s, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
remained as a national spectator of such orgaairtupheaval. That changed in the early 1970snvahgivision
occurred within Concordia Seminary of St. Louisttfeeatened a full schism within the mother chu®bme
congregations and the Synodical president accusegj@ity of the seminary faculty of false teactsrand using
unbiblical methodology in preparing young men fog pastoral ministry. This led to various invediigas through
faculty interviews, involving many tape-recordeteiviews with seminary professors as a means q@iiring
their specific statements of beliefs. Ultimatel$,af 50 professors and a large number of studealised out to
form “Concordia Seminary in Exile” (Seminex).

This controversy and its subsequent changes wiitiein
Church affected Amt professionally and persondllye dissolution
of Fort Wayne’s Concordia Senior College (CSC),raped by
Synodical convention in 1975 and completed in 19mMpacted him
in several ways. For one, it led to the closur&ethsemane

Lutheran School on Clinton Street in Fort WaynethSemane,

across the street from the Eero Saarinen-desigmmagus, shuttered ] )
Figure 15: The campus of Concordia Senior

College, Fort Wayne (now occupied by
Concordia Theological Seminary). Photo from

. . L e Private Library Academy Network of Indiana
This resulted in Amt assisting Gethsemane’s teacdinefinding other (paj nj).

its doors due to the impact of lost families frdme tollege’s move.

teaching positions. In addition, Amt had establisheith CSC professors as teachers, the Lutherble Bistitute
(LBI). This organization led formal Bible studiesr flaity throughout northeast Indiana for severakls each year.
The end of CSC led to the end of the Fort Wayneiehmaof LBI, though the Decatur, Indiana area portiemains.

Phil Amt, by this time himself a Lutheran teackerving on the East Coast, noticed a change ifathisr
during this unprecedented era of Synodical divisass.

“It was a very sad time for him,” he said. “He ddt enjoy that turmoil. He grieved about it a gréeal.”

% Florene Denninger, op. cit.



17

He noticed his father was “going to bat for sosmies, and taking on discussions that were abittle
stronger within the district with officials.” Eveamong collegial church servants, there was evidehtension,
especially with fears that one’s doctrinal beligf&l practices may be misinterpreted. It was evjdsged upon
what was happening in St. Louis, that misconstatattments jeopardized ministerial careers.

Rev. Elwood Zimmerman, President of the Indianstiizit from 1970 to 1988, scheduled a meeting with
Arthur Amt regarding some of the controversial eswithin the LCMS. Phil Amt recalls that his fatheok an
extremely cautious approach to that interview, asans of potentially protecting his reputation aigdwords:

‘Woody’ (Zimmerman) called him into his officend Dad took a tape recorder with him into the
office. And ‘Woody’ said, “What'’s that?”, and Isaid “I'm going to tape what we say here.” And
so there was that level of distrust. And Woodd gaurn it off). And he did.... That's the only
time | remember him doing something that would:befrontational in that regard.

Phil recalls that Arthur also used this time tmgrout another hallmark of his personality: hidigbto
encourage others. Yet, this role caused him “mesestance” than support from some within the disttue to the
deep polarization that were separating people’simand hearts.

He saw more of that divisive nature that polatigzeme schools. There were pastors and there
were teachers that were leaving because ofgbigei He was part of that “How do we fill these
positions?’, ‘How do we take care of these coggtiens?’ ‘How can | meet there needs?’ ‘What
candidates can | bring from the outside who ndlt add to the problent?’

In 1977, Dr. Amt retired from full-time Synodicalinistry after 47 years of service. The Lutheran
Education Association, for whom he served as jduarticle writer and associate editor, honored hirthe 1%
recipient of theChristus Magiste(“Christ the Teacher”) Award at its July convemtio Dallas, Texas. His
acceptance speech demonstrated his characterisigt-Centered humility:

(This award is) the most significant human digmapprobation of my ministry which | have
ever received. It is my hope that God in heavimas the choice, in spite of the shortcomings

which He so patiently observed and so gracioftstyave over the year§®

®1 Philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.
624 EA Honors Educator Amt”. The Fort Wayne Luther&eptember 1977, pages 1-2.
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He noted that he planned to “become more actie®mmunity affairs, especially rehabilitation oéth
deteriorated residential area where he and hisElién have lived for the past 19 yeaf3This simple statement
foreshadowed the last stage of Arthur Amt’'s mirisé stage that was very public.

PUTTING “LEATHER” TO THE LITURGY: FINE ARTS, ZION;'LA REZ", AND LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Amt’s interest in civic service did not begin with
his retirement. For example, from 1971 to 1973sémed
on the Board of the Fort Wayne Fine Arts Foundation
Center Counseling Committee. A lover of the artsitA
owned an extensive collection of classical musitong

Figure 16: The Fort Wayne Theatre of the Performing Art playing records, for which he custom-designed @ighe

designed by Louis I. Kahn. Construction on the bdiih ) . . . .
conc%uded l);, September of 1973. g inventive cabinet that held them. His children vebnbt

(and could not) play popular music, such as thelBgawhile he was at home. He sang in the Zioméxgn Choir
as a tenor, and attended concerts given at Corcdtdiological Seminary in Fort WayffeHe owned a grand
piano, which he played quite well and led many sifangs for his many guests.

Amt also was fond of public presentations by Lutimeschool students. He encouraged many productions
of plays and read-alouds, even as a superintendenhand in writing and editing such works is guévident in his
materials that are stored in the Indiana Districheves. Even years worth of books of religioustskes and plays
were too valuable for Amt to discard as an eduoaticecutive’®

The most significant achievement by the Fine Astsxdation during his tenure was the completiothef
Performing Arts building. The minutes of the Aptl, 1972 meeting reflect the confluence of Amtlescas church
and civic servant:

Dr. Amt announced the Lutheran School celebratibith will be the first religious service in the

Theatre of the Performing Arts on Wednesday. giesentation for students will be “Faith, Hope,

%3 bid.

6 Kevin Leininger, interview with author, Fort Wayria., 5 October 2007.

% Philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.

% Several scripts and programs either written, dgive both by Dr. Amt in his own handwriting areifal in the
Indiana District archives.
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and Love, The Greatest Show on Earth” on Wednesd® program will be repeated for adults
on Good Friday at 2:00 p.t.

Kevin Leininger, longtime columnist and former ehéeditorial writer for the Fort Wayne News-Sentjne
had the distinct opportunity to know Dr. Amt in twldferent realms. Leininger, who would edit andfish Amt's
many letters to the editor in Fort Wayne’s aftermolaily, also served alongside him as a membeiaf Futheran
Church at 2313 South Hanna Street.

Leininger remembers Amt’s service to Zion in diffet capacities. He served alongside Arthur on the
church’s Board of Directors. Amt also led stewaigdstampaigns for the church. He recalls Amt’s effat
encouraging increased church giving:

He was head of our stewardship campaign on thareone occasion, which pretty much put him
in charge of raising money...not something thlat @f people like to do, including a number of
pastors. Art, actually, | think, relished it.dmember him getting on the board and writing down
the numbers about who was contributing how mholy many people were contributing more or
less, and he liked to talk about...the people fleatthe “triple zeroes”, that never contribute
anything. Looking back, it was kind of an oldtiamed way of doing things....Art did his job
with a lot of passion and humor and effectiveridss

Pastor Jerrold Nichols, one of Amt’s pastors anZalso spoke about Amt’s leadership on that hoard
especially as it related to teaching stewardstipdes built into church services:

Art served as the chairperson of the StewardBbgrd. He would bring in articles for the
newsletter that were prolific. Words would beleriined, with exclamation points, with (points
of ellipses), capital letters. | would always bdw edit them down to fit the needs. He also did
stewardship talks, along with others, on Sundimyg before the offerings. He would generally
bring an object lesson. One lady said “If Art ®onings his golf club to church one more time |
am out of here®

It is impossible to separate ‘church and stateria of his most well known roles: community adivi

Pastor Nichols stated that Amt wanted Lutherariptiv leather to their liturgy”; in other words, skaheir faith

®” Minutes of the House Committee of The Fort Wayime Rrts Foundation, Inc., April 12, 1973.
% Kevin Leininger, interview with author, Fort Wayra., 5 October 2007.
%9 Rev. Jerrold Nichols, e-mail interview with auth2 October 2007.
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within their communitie$® Despite the changes that were happening in the @éghborhood, the Amts never
abandoned neither the Hanna-Creighton-Lafayet rmoe their neighbors.
An analysis of census tract information from tl9%Q federal decennial census
helps the reader understand more about the charagiaj and economic make-up of the
neighborhoods in which the Amts lived and worshibfeKnown as census tracts 17
and 18, the borders for these areas were Pontiaet®in the south, Calhoun Street on
the west, and the Wabash and Pennsylvania Railaratise north and ea&The third-
and fourth-highest population of African-Americdiving in Fort Wayne resided in
these areas, accounting for just over one-thirtheif resident$? A study of median
family incomes for these two areas demonstratestliey were among the bottom ten
areas (out of 40% When increasing the scope to include unrelateivithaals, they
decreased to the bottom five areas (with Amt’s meighood finishing Z-to-last with a
median income of $4.006 annually) By the 2000 census, the population of African- Figure 17: Zion Lutheran

Church, Fort Wayne,
Americans in these areas had increased to overd@be resident& Furthermore, the Indiana. Photo by athor,

fall 2007
area had between 40-80% renters, over 20% of hgusiits vacant, and over 20% of persons livinghose tracts
classified as living below the poverty level durihgt same period’ The 46803 zip code (found within this same
area) also had the second-largest number of f@odpstecipients in Allen County as of May 2083.
Phil Amt mentioned that at one point during hisnawinistry, he (as a classroom teacher on the East
Coast) received a higher salary than his own fathéistrict executivé’ One wonders why Arthur Amt chose

Lafayette and Creighton as the place to purchaskdme. Maybe the proximity of the neighborhooditoffice

on Barr Street; perhaps the low pay given Luthedurcators made purchasing a home more of a redigye

bid.

"Richard Sommerfeld Associates (1964). The Repaat $fudy of the Socio-Economic Circumstances ofrbies)
in Fort Wayne, Indiana 1968 npublished manuscript.

% bid, 25.

3 Ibid, 3.

" Ibid, 6.

"® bid, 8.

8 Fort Wayne Urban League (Pub.). (2003). Statela¢iBFort Wayne: A Statistical Profile of the Afsic-
American Community(Available from the Fort Wayne Urban League, E2TVashington Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN
46803)

" bid

8 |bid.

¥ Philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.




21

property values were generally lower. Nonethel&sur Amt embraced his church and his neighborhaod
worked to make a difference in each of them.

With retirement, Amt more urgently faced
his deteriorating neighborhood. He detested seeing
the unmown lawns, the litter, and the general lack
of pride from his neighbor®.While many
members of Zion had started to move to other areas
and/or transferred to other churches, the Amts
stayed where they were. Pastor Nichols describes

the transition the neighborhood faced in those

Figure 18: Intersection of Lafayette and Creightoiall 2007. years, and addressed the Amts decision to remain:

Photo by authot

Drugs, alcohol, arrests, etc., were making fimege news. Houses were abandoned and boarded
up. Prices of housing fell. When | came to Zithe membership was 23% Black. Fifty percent of
the school was Caucasian....Without a doubt, thésAmanted the church to stay in the
community just as they had decided to stay irciramunity. They wanted the church and her
families to make a difference théfe.
“LaRez” was the name christened upon the neighdmath
thanks to the merger of the LaSalle and Resenak P
Neighborhood Associatiof8 A 1979 Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette
article about LaRez showed a photo essay thatrishtiimt
seating in his backyard. The caption described @igear old
former school superintendent as “leader of LaReitalkization”.
Despite the newspaper chronicles of violent cridilepidation of

Figure 18: Photo of Art Amt from the December properties, and exodus on residents from the amaay other
17, 1979 Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette

% bid.

8. Rev. Jerrold Nichols, op. cit.

82 (No author credited), “LaRez residents struggteneighborhood survival” Fort Wayne Journal-Gazeditec. 17,
1979.
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articles from the 1980s show evidence of the conitpumaking strategies to, as Amt coined, lead t® th
neighborhood'’s “La Resurrectiofi®.

There were several large ideas discussed witkims$isociation to improve the neighborhood. These
included purchasing and revitalizing abandoned samel properties for just $1 under the Urban Hoeaebihg
Program®* Solutions in 1990 (when octogenarian Amt had reduds neighborhood leadership duties to become
the association’s newsletter coordinator) includgitter code enforcement and housing rehabilitatioder the
banner of “Project Renew®. So far-reaching was his impact on local politizattformer mayor Winfield Moses,
Jr., who worked with Amt during his administratiésmcounted among the mourners at Amt’s fun&ral.

Some of the “small things” were among the mosbgaizable
accomplishments spearheaded by Amt. The heart-diapeRez”
flower garden symbol, facing Clinton Street fronsBevoir Park to this
day, was his concept. He organized the paintirey ©hristian mural on
the south facade of a building at the corner oftRRorand Lafayette
Streets. Though he disagreed with the directiomisadly taken by the

mural painter, the 2-story image remained a reaadné symbol for
Figure 20: The heart-shaped LaRez sign, P y 9 y

located in Reservoir Park, was conceived by

Arthur Amt. Photo by authol neighborhood residents and northbound motofists.

Phil Amt shares about how his father started a conity tool shed. The concept was that local reg&len
could access this shed to borrow, and then retoofs for improving their properties and working gardens.
Unfortunately, some people were borrowing thesasten a permanent basis, much to Amt’s chagrin./Wiee
addressed the issue (and his security improvemetitts)Jocal media, he announced that the shed wasso secure
that not even dynamite could pry the doors opeterAhis, some people set out to prove (succegtiat this was
not the case, and the thefts continffed.

Friends and family shared that the Amts fell victo burglary on several occasions. Pastor Nichots

Florene Denninger both note that some break-indtesbin lost valuables (Yet, Denninger reiterafeat the Amts

8 philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.
8 Fort Wayne Journal-Gazett®ec. 17, 1979.
8 Connie Haas Zuber, “Involvement, Improvement GifdlaRez Leaders” Fort Wayne News-Sentjmébv. 7,
1990, 8N.
8 philip Meinzen Amt, op cit.
:; Philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit. The mural no longeists.
Ibid.
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would consider it “a negative sign if they would vecaway.”§° In addition to the burglaries, an article in thed
20, 1985 edition of the Fort Wayne News-Sentstelres that three murders and one suspected itigamurder
took place over an eight-month period in an arghiwia few blocks of 2519 S. Lafayette St.
In addition to his activism within the LaRez neiginhood,
Amt led by example in his last decade of life vilte pen. Between
1990 and 1997, the Fort Wayne News-Sentnadlished 21 letters-
to-the-editor and special guest editorials writbgrDr. Amt. They
marked a final chapter in how Art Amt, educatorgaged the public

with sharing ideas and encouraging dialogue. Kéeiminger, his
Figure 21: Reservoir Heights neighborhood sign

grrltatigitrc])?\r.tm/]ﬁ?é %c))lrgi;ho;r.Lafayette and co-worker at Zion to whom these letters-to-the @utktventually
were sent, never considered them “controversiait félt they were all “worth publishing”:
What | appreciated about Art, and other peofie tiim (i.e. submitters)...he kept his letters
relatively short, they weren’t redundant, theyreverell written, they didn’t need a lot of editing,
and they made a clear point. Quite often theyepgtrd a response, which is what we like on the
editorial page®
When Arthur Amt died in May of 1998, Leininger weaa special editorial about his “old’ friend”. €h
article addressed that this man may have receivezhrfscorn and ridicule” in his daily life because publicly
dedicated his life’'s work to Christ. An excerpt rtiens why Amt may have embraced the seemingly timgul
phrase “fool for Christ™
His last letter (to the editor) complained abawtartoon (that) he thought belittled God. A reader
responded by telling Art to, “lighten up”. Butete was no one any “lighter” than Art — his life
reflected the light of Christ, and others wehenilinated as a result. If some people thought his

views were too backward or old-fashioned, Artdoaibt would have embraced 1 Corinthians

4:10%

8 Rev. Jerrold Nichols and Florene Denninger, op. Ci

% Kevin Leininger, op. cit.

L Kevin Leininger, Editorial, Fort Wayne News-Seeiirl6 May 1998.

92 st. Paul, addressing the ancient church at CoriBteece, uses scorn and sarcasm to point out their
misconceptions about Christian believers amongsCrinthians when he writes, “We are fools fori€thibut you
are so wise for Christ!” Scripture quoted from drC4:10 (New International Version).
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In short, Arthur Amt served His Lord and churchaamodern day St. Paul. We have many blessings, lik
the Corinthians. Unfortunately, also like the Ctnians, we are complacent, proud, and sinful. Aramt served
the church by serving Christ’s people in his actiand writings. He engaged people to grow in faitt
knowledge. He challenged them when their faith acttbns were not one. He did this, simply, in ses\of His
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Leininger concludes:

The church was nearly full for his funeral. Té@rere some tears, of course, but even
among his closest family members and friendsethivas so much more joy. The kind
of joy that is found only in seeing death notasending, but a beginning. Not as a

departure, but as an eternal homeconsingvho's the fool now? Not Art Amt, Christidh.

% Kevin Leininger, Editorial, 16 May 1998.
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ONE MAN’'S INGENUITY IS ANOTHER MAN’'S “ECCENTRICITY”

No discussion of Arthur Amt would be complete with talking about his home and property. The Amts
purchased a home at 2519 South Lafayette Strd®58, and lived there until they moved to Lutheriome on
South Anthony Blvd. in the 1990s. Everyone intemee for this project had fond, vivid memories dditing that
home. They remembered Ellen and Art’s hospitadis/well as remembering some of the home’s eccéigsic
After all, these mirrored the intriguing personaliff the house’s owné?.

Figures 22 and 23: The home of Arthur and Ellen Ambcated at 2519 S. Lafayette in Fort Wayne. Tlaenily no longer
owns the home. Below is the seal of Martin Luthermajor symbol of the Lutheran faith. Photos by tlaethor.

Those walking on the sidewalk in front of the he@sot to mention
those who were driving northbound on Lafayette) M@ee the four shutters on
the front of the house. Each shutter displayedsiites that represented four
important ecclesiastical and civic organizatiohg: ¢thurch, Allen County, the
state of Indiana, and the United States. Thosendyin the alley would see the

Luther rose, symbol of the Lutheran faith, dispthpa the garage dodt.

% All recollections in this section come from thégirviews with Philip Meinzen Amt, Eugene Brunowpféne
Denninger, and Rev. Jerrold Nichols.
% Philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.



26

Walking through the yard further revealed Amt'teiest in what some may term “unusual” art pieCrge
that stood out was a stack of bowling balls, assednin an eye-catching geometric design. At therbegg of this
paper, the author revealed that Amt maintaineewis gravestone in his backyard. He promised he dvdalthis
for just one month at first, but the stone stayetll moved to his burial plot after Arthur's dedth1998% Walking
onto the porch, you would see an area where Amitrdidh of his reading. Mounted above his chair wagat
invention. He invented a rudimentary magazine holsieaspended in midair at eye level, allowing tdaaator to
read materials without the inconvenience of acyuadliding the actual book or magazitie.

Figure 24: The backyard and rear garage wall of tient
home, seen in Fall 2007. A Christian Trinity symbmmains
on the garage exterior. Photo taken by author.

The kitchen also reflected many creations that
stood out in the memories of those who visited eBlasn
what we know about his house shutters, it shoulddoe
surprise that his kitchen cabinets also taught ssage:
on each veneer was a petition of the Lord’s Prayee
wall of the kitchen displayed a giant world mami the

Amts were fond of hosting student teachers fromdootia—Seward, Arthur enjoyed marking off the hoomet of
each future teacher on the map. There were maiiyssuabols on the map, underscoring their commitrteent
hosting these young people over many yérs.

The kitchen table, designed by Arthur Amt, met ynahhis particular needs. The table had only one
centered leg, as he felt that tables with multgalpports discouraged legroom. Each place settidgimall
compartments under the table, where one could stargy things, including napkins and silverw&amt disliked
visible plugs, so he designed the table with thedtei recessed below the table surfdtén the rectangular area sat

a toaster. When toast had finished its heatingegcyau could see that bread rise out through tlemiog, becoming

% |bid.

" Eugene W. Brunow, op. cit.

% philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.

% bid.

190 Eygene Brunow verifies this based on Amt’s diswitice space. When Brunow first started the jobheard the
phone ringing in that office — but could not fiftettelephone base. Finally, he realized that Aorestt his phone in
the desk drawer so he had more desk surface aosawlgich to work.
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level with the tabletop. When used for card playithg nooks stored drinks and cattfsAmt hated when people
forgot what trump was during pinochle games. T héth this, he built a lazy Susan table that digpH all four
card suits. An arrow could be turned to point tatelver trump was during that gaf&Scrabble was another game
played at that table, but Art's penchant to reussady placed tiles at will displeased playersluding Florene
Denninger. When Denninger asked Ellen why sheitetdo that, she only responded, “Well, you know. At

One other thing that stood out regarded the réiegraf visitors’ names. One year, when Ellen haigiag
room wall near the front entrance wallpapered, érttecided to have guests sign in on that same(aalthe new
wallpaper) using a magic marker. In time, due riimerous guests, the wall had run out of spacgdoatures.
At that point, Arthur asked for Ellen’s opinion altavhich wall would be the next one to house all ¥isiting
autographs. Instead of the ‘either/or’ answer heghty Ellen put her foot down and said that thditian would be

ending with that first and only walf?

11 philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.
192 Eyygene Brunow, op. cit.

193 Florene Denninger, op. cit.
194 philip Meinzen Amt, op. cit.
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EPILOGUE: LA REZ AND RENAISSANCE POINTE—2007

Art Amt did not live to see that full revitalizatioof his and Ellen’s La Rez neighborhood. Neartyyears
after his death, several projects infuse new hauaird capital in southeast and downtown Fort Wayhe.major
housing project was originally spearheaded thanlgart to his beloved Zion Lutheran Church (wite tombined
efforts of St. Peter's Catholic Church). Plans &adlthe building of 400 homes and refurbishinganbther 100 in
an area around Zion and near La Rez. The projets evound $80 million dollars, including a comeletrerhaul of
neighborhood infrastructure. David Daberko, chaiNational City Bank, proudly announced in a 20P4ech at
Washington University in St. Louis that one of #reas receiving a grant from its Community Develepm
Corporation (CDC) was the “once-blighted LaRez hbimrhood in Fort Wayne”.

Receiving further attention is Renaissance Partlse proximity to downtown, another site of réce
capital improvement and planning. The city addedoooth the main branch of the Allen County Pubitorary
and Grand Wayne Center. In the same area, aroeridithassy Theatre, the city and the Fort Wayne Mszare
collaborating on a venture to build a new municipaseball field by the spring of 2009. Politiciamal investors
hope that these projects will bring more residamnis visitors to downtown and the southeast Fortdayrea.

“I'm sure Art would be very pleased to see howtfaa neighborhood has come,” said Kevin Leininger.

A bench by the reflecting pond at Reservoir Park, Brt Wayne, Indiana, Fall 2007. Photo by author.



Appendix A: Superintendents/Education Executives
Central District (1918-1963)/Indiana District (1963present)
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod

1. August C.
Stellhorn
1918-1922

Accepted Divine Call as

1% Superintendent of

Schools for the LCMS,
1922.

2. Otto E. Schroeter
1922-1931

Died in office.

3. William Gernand
1931-1958

4. Dr. Arthur L.
Amt
1958-1977

Retired from office.

Awarded theChristus
Magister Award by the
Lutheran Education
Association, 1977.

5. Eugene Brunow
1977-2002

Retired from office.

Awarded theChristus
Magister Award by the
Lutheran Education
Association, 2003.

6. Dave Ebeling
2002-2006

Retired from office.

Awarded theChristus
Magister Award by the
Lutheran Education
Association, 2006.

7. Jon Mielke
2006-present
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